Pathophysiology and Predictors of Bronchial Complications After Lung Transplantation.
Bronchial anastomotic breakdown was a major complication in the early days of lung transplantation. Their solution, achieved through an understanding of airway ischemia from the laboratory, was key to the initial clinical success. Subsequently, risk factors, such as prolonged ventilation in both donor and recipient, primary graft dysfunction, and recipient age, have emerged. Innovations, such as local tissue wrapping, telescoping the anastomosis, and bronchial artery revascularization, have not stood the test of time. The short donor bronchus, with a suture line at the level of the lobar bronchus carina, is a proven technique that should be adopted by surgeons.